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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

BRITISH MINER’S STRIKE (1984 – 1985)

• In March 1984, under Margaret Thatcher’s office, the Chairman of the National Coal
Board (NCB) Ian MacGregor announced that 20 uneconomic pits would have to
close, putting 20,000 miners out of work.

• Miners at Cortonwood colliery in Yorkshire ‐ the first earmarked for closure ‐ walked
out at midnight on 5 March in protest at the plans. Soon after that, the rest of
unions followed the strike all over the country

• The miners' strike lasted a year and was one of the longest and possibly most
damaging industrial disputes ever seen in Britain. The strike only began to crumble
when the NCB offered miners various pay incentives to return to work before
Christmas

Some web references: 
• http://www.unionhistory.info/timeline/1960_2000_Narr_Display_2.php?Where=NarTitle+contains+%27The

+1984‐85+Miners+Strike%27+
• http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2014/06/how‐miners‐strike‐1984‐85‐changed‐britain‐ever
• http://www.strike84.co.uk/strike84.html (PHOTO GALLERY)
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iw9zbTsKNAA (25th ANNIVERSARY VIDEO)



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

BRITAIN’S GAY MOVEMENT

• Organised LGBT support for the miners began with a collection at the Gay Pride
March in London in June 1984. Shortly thereafter, a meeting of gays and lesbians
was organised at the University of London Union, with a speaker from the South
Wales National Union of Mineworkers. This led to the formation of Lesbians and
Gays Support the Miners (LGSM)

• AIDS was a new threat for British society. In 1983, the Britain reports 17 cases of the
disease. Gay men are asked not to donate blood. AIDS hysteria soon started to
spread all over Britain.

• However, soon society and Government reacted, fostering the creation of AIDS
support groups and investing in research . A London support group Body Positive
was set up as a self‐help group for people affected by HTLV‐3 and AIDS

Some web references: 
• http://www.gayinthe80s.com/2012/09/1984‐lesbians‐and‐gays‐support‐the‐miners‐part‐one/
• http://www.gayinthe80s.com/2013/01/1985‐lesbian‐and‐gay‐pride‐85/
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_LGBT_history_in_Britain



PRIDE: THE REAL STORY

• The film is based on a TRUE STORY

• http://www.theguardian.com/film/2014/aug/31/pride‐film‐gay‐activists‐miners‐strike‐interview
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHJhbwEcgrA
• http://leftunity.org/pride‐the‐true‐story/
• http://www.theguardian.com/film/2015/mar/16/miners‐lgbt‐activists‐pride‐film‐reunite
• http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment‐arts‐30728604



THE CHARACTERS (real & fiction)
http://www.theguardian.com/film/2014/aug/31/pride‐film‐gay‐activists‐miners‐strike‐interview

MARK ASHTON (played by BEN SCHNETZER) 

Mark was a gay activist who saw the need to forge links between the gay community and
other communities. During the 1984‐85 miners' strike he and Mike Jackson set up
Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners and raised an amazing £22,000 for the mining
families of the Dulais Valley pit in South Wales. Not only that, the contacts and friendships
they made broke down massive amounts of prejudice
Mark Ashton was killed by HIV at 5am on Wednesday 11 February 1987. He was only 26
when he died.
http://mark.ashton.muchloved.com/
His friends have set up a charity, “Mark Ashton trust”
which is still working nowadays.



THE CHARACTERS (real & fiction)  

JONATHAN BLAKE (played by DOMINIC WEST) 

Jonathan Blake has been living with HIV for 33 years. One of the first people in the UK to
be diagnosed with the virus, he later got involved with the campaign group Lesbians and
Gays Support the Miners (LGSM).
Three decades later, Jonathan, now 66, has been given Attitude magazine's Pride award
for all the work he's done for the LGBT community.

https://www.vice.com/en_uk/read/jonathan‐blake‐lgsm‐pride‐923
(FULL INTERVIEWWITH JONATHAN BLAKE IN JUNE 2015)



THE CHARACTERS (real & fiction)  

GETHIN ROBERTS (played by ANDREW SCOTT) 

Gethin Roberts
He’s still a gay rights activists, working today

MIKE JACKSON (played by  Joseph Gilgun) 

Mike Jackson was the co‐founder of the LGSM, with Mark Ashton. Today he’s still fighting
to defend LGBT rights



THE CHARACTERS (real & fiction)  

SIÂN JAMES (played by JESSICA GUNNING)

Siân James is a Welsh Labour Party politician, who was Member of Parliament (MP) for
Swansea East from 2005 to 2015. She spent most of her childhood in the Swansea Valley,
where her parents ran a public house. James married at age 16 and had two children by
age 20.[1] Living as a young housewife, James said: "As long as my lace curtains were the
cleanest, my children immaculately dressed, their hand‐knitted clothes made with love, I
was happy. During the 1984 Miners' Strike, James helped feed over 1,000 families a week
from nine different centres. After the strike, James decided to take her A‐Levels, before
attending Swansea University.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Si%C3%A2n_James_(politician)



BREAD & ROSES, the song

"Bread and Roses" is a political slogan as well as the name of an associated poem and
song. It originated from a speech given by Rose Schneiderman; a line in that speech
("The worker must have bread, but she must have roses, too) inspired the title of the
poem Bread and Roses by James Oppenheim. The poem was first published in The
American Magazine in December 1911, with the attribution line "'Bread for all, and
Roses, too'—a slogan of the women in the West.“

The slogan pairing bread and roses, appealing for both fair wages and dignified
conditions, found resonance as transcending "the sometimes tedious struggles for
marginal economic advances" in the "light of labor struggles as based on striving for
dignity and respect", as Robert J. S. Ross wrote in 2013

THE SONG, in the film
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNQs6gSOkeU

LYRICS 
http://www.metrolyrics.com/bread‐and‐roses‐lyrics‐john‐denver.html



TOPICS IN THE FILM
1984 MINER’S STRIKE



TOPICS IN THE FILM

1984 LGSM MOUVEMENT 



TOPICS IN THE FILM

SOLIDARITY 



TOPICS IN THE FILM

STEREOTYPES



TOPICS IN THE FILM

FAMILIES 



TOPICS IN THE FILM
AIDS VIRUS 



TOPICS IN THE FILM

GAY REJECTION



TOPICS IN THE FILM
COMING OUT: PRIDE



VOCABULARY ‐ SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 

• To demonstrate, demonstration, demonstrators
• To protest, protesters 
• Banner 
• To support (a cause, somebody) 
• To call for (somebody’s rights, a solution) 
• Strike, striker
• Picket, picket line, “to cross the picket line” 
• Strikebreaker, “scab”

VOCABULARY – MINERS 

• A trade union, unionist 
• Labor Party 
• Pit 
• Miner
• “Support the miners” 
• “They shall not starve” 



VOCABULARY – LGTB MOVEMENTS 

• Gay
• LGBT = Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender 
• Pride March 
• Queer 
• Straight 
• To come out = to tell everybody you are gay

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQ3loeEgOxs 


